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REMARKS 

The Abstract is amended to comply with the 150-word requirement. No new matter is 
introduced in the application by way of this amendment to the Abstract. Therefore, entry of this 
amendment and consideration of the application in view thereof is requested. 



The Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is 
believed that such contact would further the examination of the present application. 

Please charge any shortages or credit any overages to Deposit Account No. 50-1302. 
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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 

In the context of a constraint-based or rule-based model, in which mod e l e ntities, or 
nodes 7 are interrelated by constraints, rules, and conditions or th e lik e, addition of and changes 
to e ntity instanc e s nodes need to be validated against relevant constraints. A mechanism is 
provided for performing such validation without loading the entire configuration, which 
includes a set of constraints and a set of node variables. In an embodim e nt, an intent to modify 
a nod e is r e c e iv e d. In response to an intent to modify a node , a subset of the set of constraints 
is determined , which . Th e subs e t of constraints includes all constraints that restrict the intent 
to modify. Further, a subset of the set of node variables is determined , which . Th e subs e t of 
nod e variabl e s includes all node variables that may have associat e d values that affect whether 
any of the subset of constraints is violated. A subset of node variable information is loaded into 
volatile memor y, which . Th e subset of information includes only information about the subset 
of node variables, rather than information about all of the nodes of the model. According to 
on e asp e ct, th e n e ighborhood of nod e s is dynamically e xt e nd e d if n e c e ssary to e nact an actual 
requ e st e d modification to a nod e . 
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